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HOME AT LAST

On June 17, 2022, members of Unit 4, Korea Veterans Association
(KVA) Canada gathered with members of The Legion, Victory Branch 317,
to dedicate a complete wall for the display of the Honour Board, flags, and
Korean War memorabilia as a final home for the organization.

Photo courtesy of TAD Andrews

KVA members:
front row | to r: Ron Jewell, Sam Carr, Bob Maginn
back row | to r: Frank Mantz (Padre), Paul Rochon, Tom Smith, Ed LaPorte
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THE KOREAN WAR
“The Forgotten War”

June 25, 1950, to July 27, 1953
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The Battle of Kapyong (Hill 677)
The Battle of Bloody Ridge
The Battle of Kowang-san (Hill 355)
The Battle of Chosin Reservoir

The Battle of Inchon

If you are like most Canadians, you have never heard of these battles and know very little about
them. Yet, they are some of the bloodiest, hard-fought battles of the Korean War. This war was
fought by the United Nations at the side of South Korean forces (ROK) and on behalf of South Korea
when, unprovoked, Chinese and North Korean forces suddenly invaded their country.

Over 500 Canadians died defending South Korean sovereignty. The sporadic hostilities continue
to this day even after an Armistice was signed in 1953 ending the open conflict.

When our veterans returned, they later formed the Korea Veterans Association (KVA) Canada
with a total of 37 units across our country. As time has passed, fewer and fewer veterans remain
including members of London’s Unit 4.

When members, Sam Carr and Ed LaPorte, Unit 4 Membership Chairman, with the blessing of
Unit 4 President, Joe Bennett, approached Tim Andrews, a veteran, for assistance in finding a new
home for their unit, Tim felt honoured to be asked to help Unit 4 find a final home for their Honour
Board, flags, and Korean War memorabilia.



As an executive member of The Legion, Victory Branch 317, Tim approached the President, Al
Miller, to see if the Victory could provide a final, secure place for the London KVA. With Al’'s approval
Unit 4 treasures were transferred from

Wolseley Barracks in London by Tim, Ed, and the additional help of Louis Warren, an RCR
veteran. Financial support was provided by Paul Rochon, Unit 4, Treasurer. The items are now on
display in the North Lounge, main floor of London Victory branch.

Over London KVA's history, the Ladies’ Auxiliary (LA) has assisted the Korea Veterans
Association at special events. The KVA are most thankful for the LA’'s assistance and care over the
many years.

In addition, London’s Korean-Canadian Businessmen’s Association and the Korean-Canadian
Society of Canada, as well as, the Lutheran Korean Christian Church (no longer here) have hosted
special events and given financial support in gratitude for the efforts of our Canadian soldiers.

When asked what the Unit 4 veterans would like Canadians to remember, Sam indicated he
would like us to reflect on why Canadians were there in Korea; and that these people and their
country were worth the fight. Sam wanted us to remember that with South Korea’s permission, we
fought with UN forces to help a smaller nation retain its freedom and future identity. He, also, wanted
us to think of those who went to war, served and died in Korea, never to return to their
Canadian homes or loved ones and how great a sacrifice that was.

Remember, too, the many Canadian soldiers who did return to their homeland only to be
haunted by the horrors they had witnessed. And, unable to conquer those visions, succumbed to
these unseen wounds; and whose statistics were never included in casualty counts for the war. Their
future lives, and the talents and abilities with so much potential for our nation, disappeared; and these
lives were no less a loss than the men who died on the battlefield.

With Sam’s words in mind, | challenge members of Branch 317 and all Canadians to go on-line
and look up these battles; to educate yourselves about the missing pages in our history texts. If we,
and our children, know of them, the Korean War and the courageous Canadians who fought in that far
away land will not be forgotten; but will live on in the minds of their fellow Canadians with greater
understanding.

And to the KVA members of Unit 4, Victory says:

“Welcome home!”

Article by: Ann Speed-Burleigh, July 2022
Proofread by: Pamela Lupa



2022 ELECTIONS

On May 29, 2022, branch elections took place under the supervision of Zone A7.
The length of the term will be one year.

The results are as follows:

PRESIDENT Al Miller
PAST PRESIDENT Brian Harris
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT Nellie Stevens
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT Brenda Deacon
THIRD VICE PRESIDENT Mike Francis
TREASURER Gloria McKibbin
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Kevin Brown
Linda Brown
Chris Brownlee
Jean Green
Mike Knott
Nick Spina
Suzanne Walker-Stewart
Tim Andrews
Other Committees To be announced as appointed

THE VICTORY BANNER was previously published under the name THE BANNER.



Legion

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

| would like to welcome everyone back. We are so anxious to return to our regular routines here at the Branch.
While we were not officially open for business during the pandemic, we did remain open for those who needed assistance.

We have now begun some of our regular activities, such as the card groups, line-dancing, meat draws, Friday
dances and more. Even though we had a few hitches, we had a fun-filled, amazing Canada Day BBQ. The weather co-
operated wonderfully for the outdoor activities.

When fall arrives, we will have dart leagues starting, as well as other activities. Check our web page for updates.
We are looking forward to seeing everyone and catching up on all that has happened in your lives.

Al Miller

President



FRIDAY NIGHT DANCES

2022 JUN 03
FEATURED ARTIST: Nora Galloway and her band

There was a good turnout for our first June dance with most tables occupied. Our
featured performer was, unfortunately, taken ill about halfway through her show and
was unable to continue. Fortunately, medical personnel attending Legion events were
able to safely escort her away for further care.

Tim Andrews, our Entertainment Chair, was able to step in and provide back-up
harmonica which allowed the band to finish their remaining sets. “Thanks, Tim.”

The Door Prize was won by Marge Grover and the Share the Wealth Draw by our
newly elected Treasurer, Gloria McKibbin. Congratulations, ladies!

Unexpected, but gratefully appreciated, help with end of evening clean up came
from Pamela Barrager (Past President Branch 50, Kitchener and newly elected Zone
C2 Membership Chair) who was one of our out-of-city attendees. I'm sure your
initiative, Pamela, helped our evening bartender, Amanda, finish up on time. Welcome
and thanks.

Thanks to all who attended (members and non-members) that helped make our
dance a success!

NOTE: Nora Galloway was scheduled to play at our July 1st, Friday Night Dance but
has cancelled. Her replacement will be The Kards.

ARAKIAMA



2022 JUN 10
FEATURED ARTIST: 2-4 THE RD

There was a good turnout including our Share the Wealth winner from last week,
our branch treasurer, Gloria McKibbin. Janet Raeside did an admirable job on the
admission desk by herself but was joined later by Ann Burleigh allowing Janet to
concentrate on the Share the Wealth tickets.

The Victory League Dart players were invited to join the festivities once their
year-end banquet, being held downstairs, ended. Their added support was much
appreciated.

Thanks, Karen, Beverley, Sharon, Chi, Ken, Nora, Lisa and Rick.

Winner of the door prize was Murray Brown and winner of Share the Wealth was
Amanda Pinch.

During the dance | chatted with some of our attendees.

The first was Ken who was usually with his girlfriend, Dawn. Hopefully she can
make it for future dances. It was nice that last week’s winner of the door prize, Marjory
Grover, along with her friend, Gloria Connell, were in attendance, as well.

Thanks to all attendees for your support. See you next Friday!




2022 JUN 17
FEATURED ARTIST: Allen James

Janet Raeside and Carol Ann Acker were on the entry desk and doing a good
job, as usual. Thanks for your reliable support, ladies.

The winner of the Door Prize was Amanda Pinch and the winner of the Share the
Wealth was Janet Barrett.

We had our usual Woodstock crowd, as well as, our London, and St Thomas
regulars.

Thanks for your support, folks.

A round of applause should also be given for Tim Andrews; his behind the scenes
help with set up is greatly appreciated.

Your mostly unrecognized efforts are noted here.

2022 JUN 24
FEATURED ARTIST: Kracker Jax

Tonight’s last dance of June had an added component.

We were celebrating Victory’s head cook, Jessie St Amand, who was retiring
after thirteen years of service to the branch.

Many gifts passed through the doors for her as family and friends stopped by to
give her a proper send-off with suggestions on how she could fill her newly available
time.

Some of them were even feasible.

The added crowd made for a full house.

It was nice to see that both Ken and Dawn were here.

| spotted the Woodstock crowd, and | think the St. Thomas crowd were at
another table, too.

The Door Prize was won by Brendan Layman and the Share the Wealth was won
by Jeff Tremblay.

Again, thanks for your support tonight, folks.



CANADA DAY CELEBRATIONS

On Friday, July 1, 2022, the Legion held its first celebration since Covid began. If
you were a kid, you cleaned up. There was a fenced area for children out the side
door; and to make sure they were safe. a truck blocked the laneway so no through
traffic was possible.

If you were the someone bringing a lucky child, you would have noted, kids had
access to:

A chance to break a sunny pinata

A photo booth with a backdrop of red maple leaves with a stash of red and white
necklaces, Canada Day hats, and Canadian flags to borrow for props

A fishpond where the successful angler traded fish for Freezies

Sidewalk chalk for their own drawings

Or they could admire the drawings already chalked by Bronagh Morgan, a local
artist, and her two daughters, Rain and Holly, all giving of their time



Photo courtesy of Bronagh Morgan

Rain and Holly with finished chalk drawing

Indoor activities like colouring pages, word searches, puzzles and trivia pages
Face Tattoo stickers (how cool is that?)

A balloon lady named Cheryl, whose talented hands could shape flowers and
animals out of thin air with the twist of her fingers

Candy prizes

Games like ring toss and putt-putt golf

Sparkles they could add to their faces

Cards

A Canadian flag

And finally, tickets drawn for Kid-Only Door Prizes

Then, there was food. Hamburgers and hot dogs were being cooked all
afternoon by Brian Green and Mike Knott. Thanks, guys. Carol Ann Acker was on cash
keeping track of appetites. Nancy O’Neil manned the kitchen.

Victory was decorated downstairs in a flutter of red and white by Mike Knott,
Executive Member and Denise Miller, our President’s wife, who brought Al to deal with
any crises. Prize contributions were made by Jean Green, Gloria McKibbin, and
Denise Miller. The local Subaru dealership on Wharncliffe Rd, owned by Joe and
Karen Prossler, made a donation toward Canada Day activities. Thank you!



Courtney manned the Bar, and we had support from members of our executive,
Gloria McKibbin and Nellie Stevens.

Of course, Tim Andrews ran around helping out; directed the set up of the sound
system for the band at night; and a million other tasks to help the day go smoothly.
What would we do without you, Tim!

Local politicians dropped in or promoted our activities on-line. Lindsay
Mathyssen NDP rep, (see her posting by her assistant, Nadine Abiraad), Teresa
Armstrong NDP rep, and London Councillors Shawn Lewis and Michael von Holst
helped to publicize our event. Thanks for your assistance!

The Friday night dance featured The Kards and their harmonies brought many to
the dance floor. They proved to be a popular band as all tables were filled and several
groups went into the overflow area. The festive air continued as many, many
attendees, dressed in red and white, brought a bright, patriotic air to the downstairs.

Our president, Al Miller and his wife, Denise, were present and took a few turns
around the dance floor, too.

The Door Prize was won by Maria Curcio; Carol Vidal Shared the Wealth. It was
Carol’'s group that took the opportunity to take some photos against the red maple leaf
backdrop which was set up specifically for Canada Day pictures.

Good friends. Good conversation. Good way to celebrate Canada Day!
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LINE DANCING FUNDRAISER
Submitted by Suzanne Walker-Stewart
On March 8, 2022, we started a new fundraiser:
Beginner and Novice Line Dance classes on Tuesday at 10 am

All are welcome. Weekly participation fee is $5

FAMILY GIFT THANK YOU

After a family purchase of plots
and subsequent ownership
adjustment due to later marital
arrangements, Laura Eichenberg and
her sister from Michigan through her
cousin, Keith Wastell of London,
have donated two plots at Forest
Lawn Cemetery on Dundas Street for
assignment to veterans.

¥ John Sluggett, Service Officer,
| the Victory member most familiar with
our veterans’ needs, will be
supervising their allotment.

“Thank you,” Keith and family
for thinking of OUR veterans and
their families during what will be a

This Ph by Unk Author is li d under CC BY-SA . . . .
- Fhoto by Unknown Author s icensed under L B1=54 sad and difficult time of their lives.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Submitted by Suzanne Walker-Stewart and Sharon
As of July 1, 2022

We are pleased to report that our membership is growing steadily and currently stands at 701
members. We lost 23 members (only one to Covid) in 2021-2022. Our hearts go out to the families
who lost a loved one.

In the past six months, 8 members transferred out of our branch, but 15 transferred in. We are
especially happy to see so many new applications from veterans or those currently serving. If you
have any concerns in the membership area, please do not hesitate to contact us so that we can try to
resolve the problem or assist you as needed.

We in the membership office are taking advantage of the slower summer months to catch up
on reorganizing files and undertaking other administrative tasks before the busier fall months are
upon us. The annual “Early Bird” campaign will run from September 1 to November 30, 2022. Any
member who renews their membership for 2023 during that time period will be entered in a draw to
have their 2024 dues paid by the branch. There are two names drawn each month from all renewals
received in that month. The winners will receive a confirmation letter.

Early Bird dues for 2022 did very well with 282 members signing up for a chance to win their
2023 dues paid for by the branch. Congratulations to the six members who won.

While we are pleased to receive your renewals anytime, you should know that if you do not
renew by June of the current year, your sticker for the following year will not be issued in the bulk
mailing that is received by the branch each August. That means that when you do renew, we will not
have a sticker for you, it will have to be ordered, and that can take up to six weeks to arrive. Also, if
you do not renew by February of the current year, you will receive reminder notices from the branch
and Dominion Command, and your Legion Magazine mailings will be suspended.

Please note that you can renew in-branch at the bar or the membership office, by mail
(cheque), by phone directly with Dominion Command using your credit card, or through the online
membership portal, with a credit card. If you choose the auto-renewal option, however, it is important
to update your credit card information anytime there is a new card issued or a card is renewed with a
new expiry date, as renewals cannot be processed using expired or invalid credit cards. Please note
also that you can prepay up to five years in advance (including the current or next year) through any
of the means outlined above.

If you have changed your email address, phone number or address, please let us know so your file can be
updated. Returned mailings due to incomplete or invalid addresses add to our costs. Thank you to all who
remembered to advise us.




BYE-BYE! BYE-BYE!

To Jessie St Amand, our thirteen-year Legion cook. Her retirement, while a sad
event, is well earned and deserved. Rumours are that she will be spending more time
with her plants and/or floating off into the sunset... weather permitting, of course!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

WELCOME! WELCOME! WELCOME!

To our new cook, Liz Cook (Destiny or what!), a long-time member of the Ladies’
Auxiliary and five-year volunteer at Victory. Originally from St. Thomas, she has
cooked/worked/managed at various organizations/businesses in that city—Alma

College, Luxury Lunch, St. Thomas Legion, Lorelle, China House and her own Loose
Caboose for a total of 45 years of experience.

icf Liz enjoys cooking and wants us to enjoy the eating, hoping to
introduce desserts to our menu in September. Mmm-mmm-mmm-
— mmm-MMM!
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